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LOCAL GOVERNMENT REFORM 

Statement by Minister for Local Government 
MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury — Minister for Local Government) [12.07 pm]: I have received 
confirmation from the Local Government Reform Steering Committee that 65 local governments have responded 
positively to my invitation to consider embracing local government reform. Included are 60 non-metropolitan 
local governments, representing 62 per cent of the total non-metropolitan population of our great state. Details of 
the responses are as follows: 10 local governments have resolved to merge into four new entities by 2011 or 
2013; 11 local governments have resolved to form regional transition groups and prepare regional business plans 
that may lead to amalgamations in 2013; the largest group comprises five local governments within the south 
east Avon region; 16 local governments have resolved to form regional collaborative groups; and six that were 
invited to form transition groups have requested approval to form collaborative groups. 

Importantly, an additional 22 local governments, including a number of regional and subregional centres, support 
reform but are blocked from doing so due to a lack of support from neighbouring local governments. I commend 
those local governments that have displayed leadership and long-term vision on behalf of their communities. 
Based on this information, and if we do nothing more, this extensive attempt at voluntary reform is likely to 
achieve only 13 fewer local governments by 2013. Although I congratulate those local governments that have 
demonstrated leadership and willingness to reform, the process has not yielded the level of structural reform 
required statewide. I am now looking at a range of options going forward. One of those will involve working 
with the Western Australian Local Government Association to achieve further reform based on the 22 local 
governments that are willing to reform but are blocked from doing so by their neighbouring local governments.  

Other options are likely to flow from the recommendations of the steering committee’s report. 

As a result of this reform program by the Liberal–National government, the state will also experience 
unprecedented regional collaboration as the local governments within the Kimberley, Pilbara, Gascoyne and 
parts of the eastern goldfields progress the regional collaborative model. These local governments will now work 
within their respective regions to prepare long-term strategic plans, determine regional priorities and seek 
regional partnerships along with other benefits on behalf of their communities. Funding provided through the 
country local government fund will assist with the preparation of regional business plans. I acknowledge and 
thank my parliamentary colleague the Minister for Regional Development and Lands for his support. 

I have also received advice from 51 local governments that they will reduce the number of elected members by 
an aggregate of 100 at the 2011 local government elections. The steering committee has made a number of 
recommendations to me that, together with the steering committee’s report, will now form part of my advice to 
cabinet on local government reform in this state. 
 


